
kiSCELLANEOVS NOTES

Museum and the Darjeeling Natural History Museum. We append
a description and figure of the fish.

Vernacular: Nepalese: Kala kabri.

D. 1/6, P. 1/9, V. 6, A. 1/9, C. 19, Barbels four pairs.

Length of the head 4|, height of the body 5^ in total length.

Width of the head -7 of its length. Width of the mouth half

that of the head. Upper jaw the longer; a slight fringe on the

upper lip. Barbels: maxillary pair extend half way along the

pectoral fins; nasal reach the back of the orbit; outer pair of man-
dibular (the longer) reach the base of the pectorals. Teeth on
the jaw but not on the palate. Fins: dorsal three-fourth the

height of the body, spine moderately strong, smooth; adipose dorsal

longer than the rayed dorsal and five-eighths of the interspace be-

tween them. Pectorals reach to half way between the bases of

pectorals and pelvics; spines strong, flattened, with 8 or 9 strong,

curved teeth internally—not plaited. Pelvics with fine transverse

marking. Caudal peduncle about half as high as long. Adhesive
apparatus extends from the lip to half way along the base of the

pectorals. On the gill coverts it curves outwards but on the lip

and thorax it consists of longitudinal folds. Laterally it does not
extend quite to the pectorals. (In no other Glyptothorax that we
know of does the adhesive apparatus extend to the lip. Colour:
brownish-yellow with a dark blotch on the shoulder. Anal and
caudal fins darker at base and tip. Size: Our longest specimen
was 4.4 in. Habitat: Streams of the Terai (Bengal).

Naini Tal, United Provinces. G. E. SHAW,

XXXIL—ON THE DIET OF THE FISH, RITA RITA.

In vol. xxxvii, p. 661 of this Journal, Mr. Hamid Khan in

his article 'Habits and Habitats of Food Fishes of the Punjab'
gives the diet of Rita rita as follows:

—
'insects, their larvae and

on young fishes. It also feeds even on carrion. It takes live

bait, worms, chilwa or raw^ meat.' This may be as it may, but
every specimen of Rita which I examined from the Nerbudda,
and I must have examined a good few, had their stomachs full

of young bivalves of about the size of peas and contained nothing
else. The position of the mouth in these fishes in fact, suggests
a molluscan diet.
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